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BOOK REVIEWS. 



The Law of Petboleum and Natural Gas, with. Forms, by George Bryan, of 
the Crawford county, Pennsylvania, Bar. Philadelphia: George T. Bisel, Law 
Publisher and Bookseller, 725 Sansom Street. 189S. (522 pp). 

We believe this work is a pioneer, so far as it is a treatise devoted exclusively 
to the law of petroleum and natural gas. Both of these subjects are new to the 
commercial and industrial world, and therefore to the field of legal investigation. 
The very title of this book would have mystified my Lord Coke and his great dis- 
ciple of later years, Sir William Blackstone. The remarkable growth of the law 
could not be more strikingly exemplified than in the circumstance that we have 
here a volume devoted to a new field of human discovery and industry, contain- 
ing half as many pages as Blackstone' s Commentaries on the whole law, civil and 
criminal, and citing probably as many cases. 

Mr. Bryan's book is evidently the result of honest and intelligent work, and 
seems to cover the entire field. It has the especial merit of adhering closely to 
the subjects in hand. The author has shown a rare and commendable oneness of 
purpose in this respect. Under the head of Leases, for example, he dieussses 
leases only so far as they concern oil and gas — and one who examines his chapter 
on Eminent Domain with the expectation of finding the entire subject exhausted, 
outside of its connection with the main subjects, will be disappointed. 

The size of the volume is much increased by liberal quotations from the opin- 
ions of the courts, but these are selected with judgment and serve a useful pur- 
pose in the development and illustration of the subject. We have no doubt the 
volume will meet with high favor in those few fortunate jurisdictions where oil 
and gas abound. 

The arrangement of the matter is in some respects subject to criticism. For ex- 
ample, Chapter II, as indicated by its title, is devoted to the "Nature and Bight 
of Property." One would naturally expect to find here treated the nature and 
right of property in gas as well as in oil; but, instead, the chapter deals princi- 
pally with the nature of property in oil, while property in gas is reserved for the 
succeeding chapter, under the title of "Natural Gas." The presence of catch- 
lines at the head of some sections and their omission in connection with other 
sections, is unusual, save where the latter are mere continuations of the former. 
For example, section 201 is entitled "abandonment"; section 202 "the same;" 
while section 203 has no title. Occasionally the author overlooks the sub-titles 
into which some of the chapters are divided, and incongruous matter creeps in 
under them. For instance, in Chapter V, entitled " Leases," occurs the sub-title 
"construction." Under this, appear twenty or more pertinent sections, and then, 
without a new title, or sub-title, save the sectional catch-line, the discussion sud- 
denly turns into " recission for fraud." It is unusual to find in law books a section 
like section 151, without head-lines, and containing no other matter than a direc- 
tion to the reader to "see also " certain citations. 

The index appears to be full. The table of cases is alphabetically arranged in 
the names of both plaintiff and defendant. 

Unfortunately for Virginia, its courts and lawyers have as yet no need for the 
learning contained in this volume. With us, the kindling of fires with the Con- 
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gressional Eecord is the nearest approach to the use of natural gas as a fuel. But 
when there shall be need of such learning, we recommend Mr. Bryan's book to 
the Virginia bar. 



A Treatise on the Law of the Contract of Pledge, as Governed by both the 
Common Law and the Civil Law. By Henry Denis, of the New Orleans bar, 
Professor of Civil Law at the Tulane University of Louisiana. New Orleans: F. 
F. Hansell 4 Bro., Ltd. 1898. (619 pp.) 

We have experienced a genuine pleasure in the perusal of this work of Professor 
Denis. The book is unique, so far as we are aware, in treating its subject ex- 
haustively from the standpoint of both the common and the civil law. There is 
evidence throughout the volume that the author mastered his theme before rush- 
ing into print. The work is not a bare compilation of principles and authorities, 
but a philosophical treatise, learned enough to satisfy the theorist or academician, 
and yet eminently practical, even to minute details. 

The author, though a civil lawyer, appears to be equally at home on the com- 
mon law side of his subject, and to be as familiar with the common law text- 
writers and cases as with the civil law writers. He has succeeded admirably in 
carrying the two systems along together, without jar or confusion. His critical 
comparison of the principles as accepted under either system — his justification or 
condemnation of the one or the other, with reasoning to which one easily assents — 
together with the author's pleasing and vigorous style, render the volume pecu- 
liarly interesting and give it unusual value. 

The common law practitioner will find in the volume the common law learning 
of the subject of the pledge fully presented. And as much of our law of the 
pledge was borrowed from the civil law, the common lawyer could not do better, 
where precedent is lacking, than to follow the guidance of the civil law on this 
subject. The book will be found highly useful to the Virginia lawyers, and we 
are glad to call their attention to it. 

General Orders and Forms in Bankruptcy. Adopted and established by the 
Supreme Court of the United States, November 28, 1898. Washington Law Book 
Company. (Paper covers. 104 pp.) 
This pamphlet contains in convenient form, on good paper and in excellent 

type, the rules and forms in bankruptcy, established by the United States Supreme 

Court, in pursuance of the Act of Congress. Both the orders and forms are veil 

indexed. 



BOOKS RECEIVED. 

We acknowledge receipt of the following volumes. They will be noticed more 
at length hereafter : 
A Preliminary Treatise on Evidence at the Common Law. By James Bradley 

Thayer, LL. D., Weld Professor of Law at Harvard University. Boston : Little, 

Brown & Company. 1898. 
Lectures on the Fourteenth Article of Amendment to the Constitution 

of the United States. Delivered before the Dwight Alumni Association, New 

York, April-May, 1898. By William D. Guthrie, of the New York bar. Boston : 

Little, Brown & Company. 189S. 
The War Revenue Law of 1898 Explained. By John M. Gould and Edward H. 

Savary. Boston : Little, Brown &. Company. 1898. Cloth. 81.25. 
A Trustee's Handbook. By Augustus Peabody Loring, A. B., LL. B. Harvard, 

of the Suffolk Bar. Boston : Little, Brown <& Company. 1898. Cloth. $1.50. 



